
Magnolia Grove Civic Association Meeting 
Patrenella’s Corleone Bar and Grill, 813 Jackson Hill 
May 14, 2013, 7pm 
 
 

I. Review from the Super Neighborhood 22 Meeting  Monday, May 13th 
 

A. Code Enforcement:   mobility on sidewalks & contractors chopping down trees on city 
property  without permits 

a. Parks and Recreation is in charge of that. Yamelys contacted someone there 
regarding one tree loss and hasn’t heard back from the urban forester. 

b. To prevent future losses we as a community have to speak out against it. 
c. Action item: follow up on how to effectively report unpermitted tree losses. 
d. Antonio will follow up on the tree that was recently lost.   
e. Mike points out that there is an email (epermit) list where you will be notified of 

new permits that are issued. 
f. Sergio Martinez, with COH Code Enforcement , takes the information collected on 

311 for SN 22 and assigns his staff to help resolve our code concerns.  If our issues 
don’t get solved over 311, we can contact him. 

B. City is considering whether to annex Memorial Park into the Uptown TIRZ 
a. The concern is it will make $150million for the development of Memorial Park and 

what would that mean to a park that is supposed to be a wilderness park?   
b. What type of development will come, and what will it do to the control that the 

Conservancy has over the park?   
c. The city would have to approve a plan, but the current plan is very vague.  Some 

commercialization is already occurring (smoothies, becks, etc.).  This may be a slow 
development, but what will happen over time?   

d. Concern over lack of accountability from the TIRZ over what they will do with the 
park.   

e. Perceived lack of transparency. 
C. A possible future item of discussion was mentioned in our meeting resulting from the 

discussion of the Uptown TIRZ:  If uptown can have a TIRZ, can we have one too in order to 
have the tax increases used in our neighborhood?  
 
(….Peter Brown arrived and SN22 discussion continues later in the meeting.) 

 
 

II. Peter Brown, BetterHouston:  “Better neighborhoods, better transit, and better 
development.”  http://www.betterhouston.org/  http://pedestrianpete.com/  

 

 He states that we are way behind other cities in a balanced transit system and it is getting 
worse.  He believes we need better options and need a walkable city. 

 Examples of problems that he sees: 
o He showed a flyer with images of problems – a city pole in the middle of a handicap 

ramp, pole and fire hydrant in a pedestrian zone, utility poles in ADA 

http://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement.html
http://www.betterhouston.org/
http://pedestrianpete.com/


o The city gave Wal-Mart six million dollars to help fix infrastructure and there is a fire 
hydrant in the handicapped sidewalk 

o CenterPoint does what they want  
o Developers aren’t helping with improved re-development 
o Our infrastructure is not made from modern, professional engineering 

 He has contacted the mayor and told her that he is disappointed in what she has already 
done.  He wants us to tell the mayor what we want and wants to know what she will do in 
her third term. 

 What he wants: 
o He wants financial incentives for good development rather than mediocre 

development.  Pedestrian friendly, vibrant development. 
o He wants good urban development.  He wants the mayor’s office to hire an expert 

with experience in great urban development. 
o He urges us to be active in Super Neighborhood 22 
o He wants us to send a letter to Andy Icken, Chief Development Officer for the City of 

Houston in mayor’s office and tell him what we want. (Andrew F. Icken, 832-393-
1064, andy.icken@houstontx.gov) 

o You can also send an email to him at peter@betterhouston.org and he will pass it 
on. 

 Peter asked what a resident’s concerns were regarding Memorial Park, which was discussed 
earlier.  The resident replied that there are no current park plans.  They will hire a new park 
planner to work on the new master plan, but our civic club should weigh in on what we 
want.  Peter thinks the park will continue to be managed by the parks department. 

 Another resident noted that some people wanted to take the livable centers study and turn 
it into a document for the vision of what the super neighborhood wants so they can share it 
with developers and others.  He asked if Peter would support that and help us.  Peter said 
that he would.  Peter said the study hasn’t been finalized yet.  That there are 12 action 
items.  He thinks that’s a lot and they are considering which would be the top 6.  He would 
like to make Washington more walkable and bring in boutique retail.  He says we can ask the 
city to formally adopt the action items for the whole city, but if they won’t do it for the 
whole city, then we could ask to do it for key parts of the city.  He noted that this won’t 
happen without pressure from the constituents.  We could also ask them to adopt an 
executive summary.  Concern was expressed that prior studies haven’t actually been 
followed. 

 One resident notes that the pictures shown earlier make it look like the electrical lines were 
already there, and when the sidewalk came they didn’t want to move the lines – would it be 
really expensive to move all the wires?  Mr. Brown described other cities efforts such as 
utility increases to go towards burying lines.  The lines are not supposed to impede 
pedestrians, vehicles, or drainage.  Peter says he has asked why the city doesn’t enforce the 
franchise agreement where they agreed not to do this.  He was told that they didn’t have 
the legal resources to fight the legal resources that CenterPoint Energy has.   

 A resident notes that the city should have made the lines underground when the re-
development of the area began. 

 Another resident asked about graffiti.  Mr. Brown notes that when he was on the city 
council they adopted an anti-graffiti ordinance where business owners must pay to have the 
graffiti removed – therefore business owners should keep a watchful eye to prevent it. 
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III. Review from the Super Neighborhood 22 Meeting , Continued 

 
A. Washington Avenue Livable Centers (City webpage link) 

a. Study has been approved and accepted by the City of Houston, but because it was 
approved doesn’t mean they have to do anything with it. 

b. A resident proposes having an organized effort to approach builders before they 
start building and sell the business owners on the livable centers concept of 
development.  We could get a group of people together, get the SN together, and 
then approach the builders ourselves rather than waiting for someone else to do it.  
He wants to see new development that is worth preserving in the future 

i. For example: there was an article in the business journal on a community 
that wanted more pedestrian friendly development.  They ran into a 
problem when Target and another business didn’t want to participate, so 
the city split the difference letting them have their section their way and did 
the other section the city’s way.  The result was that the businesses that 
went with the main street development did better. (For instance, you don’t 
want to walk around the area at Target, but you do want to walk around 
downtown.)  We may have more success if we can convince them they will 
make more money by participating. 

ii. Peter Brown notes that these concepts are noted in the livable centers plan. 
b. Luis notes that the architecture firm that presented the livable centers study 

(Asakura-Robinson on Washington Ave.) said they would help us put together 
promotional materials. 

c. Talk to Luis and Antonio if you want to help with this effort 
d. Antonio moves to formally create a committee to work towards this effort (vote 

approved).  Yamelys will try to create this on Facebook. 
 

B. Washington Ave Parking Benefits District (city webpage link) 
a. Started Monday. 
b. It has already collected more than $3000. 
c. They have started issuing tickets.  It is free from 2 am till 7am.  

 
C. City efforts to amend Chapter 42 and Infrastructure Design Manual 

a. Allows for greater residential development density 
b. Drainage to Buffalo Bayou 

i. Concern that new inflows are being created while previous drainage is being 
blocked and is insufficient. 

ii. The city will be having meetings on the issue and will be accepting 
comments on the plan. 
 

D. Update on Community Efforts Pertaining to the Yale Street Bridge:  
a. Carbon Stripping will be installed and should improve the load rating –  

i. This is a temporary fix until the bridge is rebuilt.  It will take 2 or 3 months to 
complete.  

ii. It is a commercial fiber that should give the bridge a longer life. 
b. Building the new bridge has been approved for 2016/2017 

 

http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/mobility/LivableCenter.html#Washington
http://www.asakurarobinson.net/portfolio-view/washington-avenue-livable-centers-study/
http://www.houstontx.gov/parking/washingtonavenue.html


 
E. Changes in the noise ordinance were presented 

 
 
 

If you want to learn more about Super Neighborhood 22: 
Their Facebook page is here: https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/77135631388/ 
The City’s Page about SN22: 
http://www.houstontx.gov/superneighborhoods/profiles/SN_22.htm 
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