
Magnolia Grove Civic Association Meeting 
Patrenella’s Corleone Bar and Grill, 813 Jackson Hill 
March 12, 2013, 7pm 
 

I. Call to Order:  Marlene started the meeting at 7:05pm 
II. Guest:  John Shou’s son who is working on a merit badge for citizenship and community in 

troop 55 which covers this area 
III. New Business 

a. CoH Office of Emergency Management  
i. They manage large emergencies like tornadoes, hurricanes, etc.  The manager is 

Michael Walter 713-884-4554. 
ii. They have 4 phases 

1. Preparedness -> Educate the neighborhoods 
2. Response 
3. Recovery -> After impact 
4. Mitigation 

a. Giant culverts under the Texas Medical Center, and  
b. Helped install flood doors in the Texas Medical Center.   

iii. They are on popular Social Media sites 
1. Website:  http://www.houstonoem.org/ 
2. Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/HoustonOEM  
3. Twitter:  https://twitter.com/HoustonOEM  
4. YouTube:  http://www.youtube.com/user/HoustonOEM   

iv. IPAWS – Integrated Public Alert and Warning System 
(http://www.fema.gov/integrated-public-alert-warning-system ) 

1. Sponsored by the federal government. 
2. Will push messages to cell phones. 
3. You don’t have to sign up, it will automatically happen.  It will eventually 

get to all our phones.   
4. City is in the process of determining how it will set up/use this service. 

v. Reverse 911 
1. This is where 911 calls you to alert you of issues. 
2. Register your phone number at http://www.911.org/ or 

www.houstonoem.org  
vi. If you see a call from 713-884-XXXX, ANSWER IT.  It is from OEM. 

vii. Video: Run, Hide, Fight 
(http://www.houstontx.gov/mayor/press/20120726.html) 

1. This video shows steps individuals should take if they encounter a 
shooter 

2. There are copies of this on YouTube which you can find by typing in the 
keywords “Run, Hide, Fight” 

3. Marlene has a hardcopy for anyone who needs it or does not have 
internet. 

viii. Marlene passed out copies of the City of Houston’s Hurricane and Disaster 
Preparedness Guide. (It can be found online here in multiple languages:  
http://www.houstonoem.org/go/doctype/4027/97747 ) 
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b. Fire 
i. What happened:  There was a fire in a townhome with a shared driveway while 

family was out.  It was likely caused by an electrical problem.  The firewall had 
been nailed into and the fire was spreading to neighboring home.  The 
neighbors didn’t know a pet sitter was involved and 2 dogs were there.  The 
dogs died in the fire.  The sitter was not there when the fire occurred. 

ii. Lessons Learned 
1. Firemen can’t get to the back townhomes with shared driveways.   

Those rear townhomes are assumed to be a total loss when a fire 
occurs.  The fire department will water down the front homes to 
prevent spreading. 

2. Inventory your property and check insurance policies for appropriate 
coverage.   

3. Get to know your neighbors and let your neighbors know when you will 
be out of town for a while to keep an eye out on your property. 

4. Pet owners:  the fire department suggested getting ASPCA stickers for 
your front windows (http://www.aspca.org/about-us/free-aspca-
stuff/free-pet-safety-pack ) 

a. Pros: the sticker says where the pet’s safe place is if they need 
to be rescued 

b. Cons: if you list the specific locations of your pets, then burglars 
will also have access to that info. 

c. Robert Briscoe 
i. We have several new members  

ii. Association Finances 
1. Apologized for late check cashing.   
2. We switched to Wells Fargo.   
3. We have $2,874 in account, mostly from membership fees.   
4. Marlene has $200 not yet deposited. 
5. There was a question if someone could just deposit money directly into 

the association’s bank account and send a confirmation to Marlene.  
Marlene said it was okay. 

6. We are looking for someone to help setup a PayPal account. 
iii. Crime 

1. Robert described one recent incident:  A neighbor in a rental property 
had loiterer who had been seen in the area for a while start cutting into 
her screen to get in while she was there.  The arrest was posted on 
Facebook.  

2. Robert stated that burglars are repeat offenders.  The man who was 
arrested in the above incident is being released to a halfway house.  An 
advocate for halfway houses came to the victim’s house to inquire if he 
should be released.  Robert expects him to return to the neighborhood.  
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3. Sharing the picture of this man on Facebook and at the meeting for us 
to keep an eye out for him. 
 

 
 

4. Showed another photo about a car burglar, taken from a video 
 

 
 
 



d. Miles Yao with CAP 
i. Liaison to Councilwoman Cohen.  As such, he gets to find out what’s going on, 

see what other civic groups are doing, what projects are happening, and 
network. 

ii. They had a meeting on February 28th at Branchwater Tavern.   
1. About 40 people attended.   
2. A representative from Capital Improvement Program spoke about 

streets and drainage. 
a. Presented how CIP works.  The city has dedicated staff that 

assesses the condition of streets, sidewalks, and drainage and 
takes feedback from residents to allocate resources. 

b. www.rebuildhouston.org shows information on projects from 
the past 2 years and shows you who has what responsibilities. 

c. Miles had printed information on repairs and drainage 
information. 

3. One project a lot of neighborhoods are doing is the neighborhood 
constable program.   

4. The bigger, more established neighborhoods have a fundraising 
program (ex.  A pancake breakfast and wine walk raised 1 million dollars 
for one neighborhood!)   

a. Marlene wants to get in contact with them and see what they 
are raising and what they are doing with it. 

b. Let Marlene know if you’d like to help with fundraising. 
iii. Miles will compile minutes of each meeting that they have.   
iv. Let him know if you have issues you want to discuss w/ Councilwoman Cohen. 

1. Marlene is interested in getting videos of people committing crimes 
where police won’t come out because it is under $5,000 and/or not an 
emergency, but she sees police nearby, seemingly not doing anything. 
(She noted that you can file a report online even for under $5,000. It is 
important to file a report for even small losses so that the police can see 
the mosaic about what is going on in our neighborhood.  If you note 
anything identifiable that was taken you may help catch a criminal.) 

IV. Old Business 
a. Parking Permits 

i. Marlene talked to the resident on the Washington Avenue parking board.  Some 
people were concerned about waiting to file parking permit zone applications 
until you have a parking problem on your street.  They received a lot of 
applications and are asking residents to wait until they have a problem for now 
and we are waiting to find out about filing for areas without current problems. 

ii. There was a question if we should bring forms to Marlene.  She said yes, and 
thought we should be able to submit scanned copies too.   

iii. Can apply up to Gibson.   
iv. Parking meters going up along Washington in April. 

b. Cleveland Park 
i. Luis couldn’t be here tonight.  He is working hard on the park issue.  

ii. There was a meeting last Monday to discuss current city projects.  We would 
have to get on the calendar, and it will be about 5 years from then to have a 
meeting on our project. 

http://www.rebuildhouston.org/


iii. The goal is to have a new playground and enclose it.  Looking for one like the 
one near the church at Memorial Park. 

iv. TIRZ 
1. Money comes from part of the increases in property values. 
2. Old 6th ward has its own TIRZ.  We are with the Heights in TIRZ 5 

“Memorial Heights” (http://www.houstontx.gov/ecodev/tirz/5.html) 
3. How was 6th Ward able to get their own and can we? 
4. The signs they have for the neighborhood were$ 2,500/sign  
5. If we could get TIRZ funding we would then determine what it would go 

towards (if it would go towards the playground, neighborhood branding, 
etc.).  If we could fundraise ourselves we might be able to make 
progress sooner.  Increased membership will also help.  Whatever funds 
we get from the city, we will also be asked to provide funding also. 

V. Announcements 
a. Social events – cupcake and wine fundraiser  
b. Neighborhood Garage Sale 

i. Is there interest in a neighborhood garage sale in April? 
ii. We could do it if at least 10 people were interested. Email Marlene.   

iii. We could advertise it on Craigslist. 
iv. Each individual have it at their own home, unless against their HOA rules, then 

you could use volunteer yards.  Shoppers would come to the first site and get a 
map of the other locations. 

c. Book Club – let us know if you are interested 
VI. Resident Announcements: 

a. Owner looking to rent half a townhome – posted on Facebook.  First floor bedroom. 
$800+1/3 utilities, allow cats, not sure about dogs (no yard). 

b. Cabaret Supper Club Evening - A resident who used to sing professionally occasionally 
does a show.  The next one is at Houston City Club on Friday, April 26th.  There will be 
cocktails and a 3 course dinner.  You don’t have to be a member of the city club to 
attend. $45 if a member of the City Club, $55 if not a member (in Greenway Plaza).  It is 
posted on Facebook under events. 

c. Solutions to feral cat issues were sought by a resident. 
d. Hawks have been seen picking up small animals.  Keep an eye on small pets! 

 

In Attendance: 
Officers:  Marlene McCourt, President; Robert Briscoe, Treasurer; and Amanda Zuniga, Secretary. 
18 residents signed in. 
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