
Magnolia Grove Civic Association Meeting 
Patrenella’s Corleone Bar and Grill, 813 Jackson Hill 
January 8, 2013, 7pm 
 
In Attendance: 
Marlene Beita McCourt, President 
Yamelys Nava-Driessens, Vice President 
Robert Briscoe, Treasurer 
Amanda Zuniga, Secretary 
Greater than 30 Residents, 16 signed in 
 
(**General membership action items indicated in bold and italics) 
 

Call to order 
Robert Briscoe began the meeting, introduced the officers, and showed the membership forms. 
We have received 20 memberships so far for this year. 
 
Items to discuss include: Cleveland Park, Lost Pets, and Parking Permits. 
 
 

Initiative to clean up Cleveland Park and the children’s play area - Luis Franco 
We are fortunate to have a neighborhood park, but the state of the park is problematic.  Dogs aren’t 
kept on leashes, there is dog poo, and there are issues with the children’s area including broken bottles. 
 
First we define what we want in the short term, such as gating the children’s playground.   

 Marlene and Luis met with a city official last month in the in the Mayor’s office department of 
neighborhoods – he has been helping provide information on how to accomplish our goals.   

 A portion of property tax increases should be going back to us through TIRZ (Tax Improvement 
Reinvestment Zone) .  We are not seeing the money being put back in the neighborhood, but 
the more vocal we are, the better the response we will receive.   

 Estimating cost of gating and replacing items in the playground area.  Last year we got benches 
and we hope for similar results with current efforts.   

 Issue reporting – the city says there are no complaints regarding the playground, loose dogs, etc.    
o We had been asked to call 311 and send complaint numbers to Marlene; however, Luis 

has called himself, and was told 311 doesn’t actually take those types of complaints.  It 
is currently unclear how residents can report complaints.   

o A resident said she heard at national night out that another resident had called the 
police with complaints, and the police officer responded that he likes to use the park for 
his dog and let it run around himself. 

o The city of Houston Parks Department will start to send rangers to speak with dog 
owners and may begin issuing tickets.   

 **Contact Marlene and let her know if you are interested in helping with the park effort. 
 



Dog Park 
Issue brought up by a resident – Last time there was discussion of a park revamp, a dog run was 
requested.   

 Luis said that was the first idea.  The Mayor’s office expressed an interest, but the parks 
department shut it down and requested residents use the buffalo park area, even though there 
isn’t an official dog area there. 

 Several residents wanted to continue to discuss the establishment of a dog park. 
o There is a need as there is currently no designated space for dogs. 
o A few parents noted that they do not feel their children are safe at the park due to the 

presence of excrement and loose dogs. 
o Several residents expressed a desire that the park be made so that both dogs and 

children can coexist.  How can we do this without designated spaces for each? 
o The park space on the opposite side of Jackson Hill, east of the pedestrian bridge was 

proposed as a possible location for a fenced-in dog park. 
o In order to fence the park we would need approval from the Parks Department.  Then, if 

there is a favorable vote, we could take donations for fencing. 
 
Dog Excrement 

o We won’t get approved by the city for poo bags because it’s not a dog park. 
o **We request responsible dog owners to speak with other owners about cleaning up 

after their dogs. 
 Several residents recounted events where they asked someone to pick up after 

a dog that had defecated on their property, and had very negative responses 
from the dog owners. 

o A resident volunteered to contact the management of the apartments near the park 
regarding their residents’ use of the park and to make flyers. 

o Another resident volunteered to create a Facebook page where residents could post 
photographs of individuals who do not pick up after their dogs. 
 

Marlene asked for additional comments on Cleveland Park.  There were none. 
 
 

Lots of lost/found dogs lately – Jodi O’Hara 
 
There have been lots of posts lately about lost pets.  To protect your pets – put a collar on your pet with 
contact information (address and phone number).  It is the easiest way to protect your pet.   
 
Rescue associations may have microchip readers; however residents themselves do not, and so a tag will 
be the easiest and swiftest way to reunite pet and owner.  There are several websites for reporting lost 
pets (like Heights lost and found pet page, rice military, and our Facebook pages) and there is a website 
that lists all lost pets and shelters in Texas.  Unidentified dogs may end up in a shelter. 
 
**Marlene requests that if you find a pet in our neighborhood, feel free to post on our page.  
However, if you find a dog outside the neighborhood but in the area nearby, please post on Houston 
Heights lost and found pets page instead. 
 
(Update: Since the meeting, a separate Facebook page for Lost & Found Pets in Superneighborhood 22 
has been created.  For pets lost or found in our neighborhood, post on that page and the Magnolia 



Grove Page. For pets in the general area but not in Magnolia Grove, please use the SN 22 Lost & Found 
page.) 
 

Resident Parking Permits – Marlene Beita McCourt 
The Washington Parking Management District passed.  Parking meters will go up on Washington, Lillian 
and Center Street and their side streets.   Parking meters will not go in front of residences at this time.  
Revenues will be shared with the neighborhoods (60% of the profits) which will go towards a variety of 
efforts, not just the neighborhoods.  Pedestrian lighting is one need – the lighting is currently 
appropriate for cars, not pedestrians.  There is hope for pedestrian crossings as well.  The management 
board will be made up of city officials, businesses, and residents.   
 
We expect parking from Washington will move into the neighborhood.  We don’t yet know exactly what 
the impacts will be.  We have been asked to get the resident parking permit areas in order now. Meters 
will start at the end of January, and getting approval for a permit parking area takes 4-6 months to 
receive.  **Get with your neighbors to see what you want for your block.  The Magnolia Grove Civic 
Association is not pushing it one way or another, but once the meters go up on Washington, there may 
be a rush in applications for permit parking. 
 
There was confusion over the letter issued by the Mayor’s office.  Several residents interpreted it to 
mean that everyone within 1,000 feet of Washington will automatically have resident parking.  Marline 
has met with the city officials and we will NOT automatically get resident parking; each block will have to 
apply.  They are relaxing the requirements to get approved for those within the 1,000 foot buffer, which 
extends to Gibson Street.  Marlene is currently aware of three blocks that want to apply for residential 
parking. 
 
To park with residential parking permits, you would purchase hang tags in advance.  You can buy two 
resident tags for $26/yr and 100 guest tags a year for $1.08 each.  One resident suggested that you can 
pool your neighbors’ resident tags to use when you know you will have guests coming over.  Robert 
noted that violators can get towed. 
 
Marlene had a few applications available to those who were interested at the meeting.  The application 
is 3 pages, and you must survey every homeowner on the block.  If you cannot contact someone, show 
that you tried to contact them 3 times. 
 
**If you are interested in applying for residential permit parking for your block, please contact 
Marlene.  She wants to receive all of the applications and turn them in all at once.  Preferably in the 
next TWO WEEKS. 
 
 
  



Other Items Brought up by Residents 

 

Marketing and Name Recognition 

Resident Question:  Why not market as Brunner TX, the first city annexed by Houston.  When did it 
become Magnolia Grove? And can we turn it back to Brunner?  Could we market our history? 
 
Robert gave a synopsis of what he knows about the history of Brunner.   
Yamelys is working on getting signs for Magnolia Grove, and the resident was invited to help.  Brunner 
could also be referenced. 
Marlene says we can work on finding out how one would change a neighborhoods name.  We would 
have to resolve several questions:  Can we change it, how, do we want to…? 
 
**If you want to help work on marketing the neighborhood and name recognition, contact Yamelys. 
 

Business parking that exits into the neighborhood 

Resident Question:  Can we keep the businesses from having their parking lots empty into the 
neighborhood?   
 
We do not have control over how a business owner sets up their parking.  Another resident noted that 
the neighbors by Kung Fu collected money and hired a private security person to patrol their area and 
address their concerns. 
 

Police Response 

One resident complained that police officers don’t respond when called.  She has seen half-naked drunk 
women running screaming down the street on more than one occasion. 
 
Other residents recounted their experiences with intoxicated people and police response.  One resident 
said a police officer told him to tell them that you feel threatened for a better response.  Another noted 
that police are not so concerned with alcohol, but are more concerned with drug use.  A resident noted 
that drunk drivers repeatedly hit a pole near her. 
 
One resident requested that we have a neighborhood meeting with the police captain of this area to 
discuss our concerns.  
 
Marlene says that she was told to put in alert slips as a first step.  The more of them, the more attention 
they will receive.  Another effective technique would be to write to our councilwoman, Ellen Cohen.  
Marlene has suggested taking cookies, muffins, etc. to be friendly with the local police. 
 

Close of Meeting 
Robert noted that we received 8 new memberships during the meeting. 
Close of meeting 8:18PM. 
 
(Note:  These minutes are arranged by topic to aid in readability.) 


